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LIEUTENANT DUN: Today's date is October 30, 

2001. The time is 0820 hours. I'm Richard Dun of the 
New York City Fire Department working with Murray 
Murad. We're here interviewing Brian Gordon. 

Q. Please state your title and your shield. 

A. EMT, 5546. 

Q. Can you give us the story or your account of 
what happened on the day of September 11th, 2001? 

A. Me and Brian Smith had just gotten back from 
a late job and we were -- we had come in and dropped 
off the vehicle, changed over vehicles because we were 
31 Henry, Tour 1. We had come into the station, did a 
few things, dropped off our equipment, and Brian -- we 
were leaving and we were walking up the ramp out here. 
We got into the parking lot and Brian said did you hear 
that boom? We had heard just a boom and we looked over 
and we saw a big ball of fire coming out of the tower. 

So we ran back down here and we said somebody 

just bombed the tower. So Lieutenant McCarthy gave us 
ambulance 217 and he told us be careful and go over, 
Sign on, but be careful. 

Q. So your lieutenant told you you were going to 
be an extra unit? 


A. Yes. 
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Q. Okay. 

A. I came out and checked out the ambulance real 
quick and Brian came out with all our equipment and I 
signed us on. AS soon as we signed on, we said we're 
available, do you need us to go to the staging area? 
And they said yes. So we left from here and went into 
Manhattan and we were coming down -- 

Q. Which way did you come into the city; over 
the bridge or through the tunnel? 

A. Over the bridge. 

Q. Okay. 

A. I think we were coming down Church Street. 
I'm pretty sure we were because this is where Brooks 
Brothers is, right? 

Q. Right. 

A. Because I remember going past Brooks 
Brothers. Actually, like City Hall Park up here? We 
came down that way. 

Q. You came down Broadway and you cut across one 
of these streets. 

A. Yes. I think it was Dey Street. 

Q. Okay. 

A. There were people over here bleeding and 


stuff. We came down Broadway to Dey Street and -- 
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what's that private ambulance company? 

Q. Metro? 

A. Metro Care. They had a patient here having 
an MI and they're like we need you guys to take care of 
this patient, and we were like, you know, we're BLS, 
too. We can't do nothing. Wait for medics. 

So we went down Dey Street to Church Street 
and we were coming down Church Street and I remember 
seeing like -- we were in front of Brooks Brothers, 
little steps there. There were like briefcases and 
people's breakfast and shoes we saw laying on the 
stairs and stuff. We had already gone past the 
intersection of Liberty and a police officer or 
somebody, it was either you or a police officer was up 
at the intersection. I can't really remember. 

LIEUTENANT MURAD: It wasn't me because -- 

EMT GORDON: You were down in the firehouse. 

LIEUTENANT MURAD: I was at the firehouse. 
PD had requested an ambulance to respond to the 
firehouse for a couple injuries. 

A. Yes. That police officer flagged us here and 
said we need you down at 10 and 10; there's people 
coming out of the Trade Center and they're hurt pretty 


bad. So Brian had to back up, so I jumped out and I 
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ran, grabbed my tech bag and ran. 

Q. Towards? 

A. Towards the 10 house on Liberty. 

Q. So you ran west on Liberty to the 10/10 
house. 

A. I fell outside of 10 and 10. I stepped ona 
leg and I fell. There was debris just from the first 
tower all over there and everything. So I got up and I 
went into the 10/10 house and I saw Lieutenant -- 

LIEUTENANT MURAD: Murad. 

A. -- Murad. Then Brian backed the ambulance in 
and we started taking care of patients in there. Can 
we go into like what kind of injuries they had? 

Q. Yes. You know your stuff. That's the 
purpose of all this now. 

A. Out on the street, I remember I saw a little 
shoe that still had a foot in it, a little girl's shoe, 
and I could see body parts everywhere pretty much. We 
went in and there was a little Chinese lady and she was 
severally burned and Rob, that fireman from Commack, I 
don't know his name, he was already in there, too, and 
there were firemen from 10 and 10. I didn't see any 
guys from 10 Truck in there. I remember seeing guys 


from 10 Engine and I think -- 
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LIEUTENANT MURAD: 10 Truck took off 


already. 
A. Yes. 
Q. So you saw the engine, but there were a lot 


of guys that were still coming in? 

A. Yes. I don't remember really seeing any guys 
from 10 Truck. Actually, I did. I saw one guy. He 
came in and just grabbed his gear and ran out. So that 
guy, Rob, told me what we had, and then Lieutenant 
Murad told me we had a guy in the back that was hurt 
pretty bad, had a broken hip. So I went back there and 
a little Chinese guy named Foo -- I can't remember if 
that was his last name or his first name -- was sitting 
in a chair and he wouldn't let me touch him and he 
wouldn't let go of his briefcase. I mean, I couldn't 
even take his vitals because he wouldn't let me go near 
him. So finally I basically forced him to move his 
hands so I could cut his pants and check his injuries. 

Then a fireman, he identified himself to me 
as Paul Pansini from 10 Engine, came and helped me put 
Foo in a KED. I put it upside-down with the head down 
here, to stabilize his hip, and he helped me hold him 
up and do all that. Then, as he was leaving, I said be 


careful out there, and he's not here with us anymore. 
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So we got him in the KED and he still wouldn't let me 
anywhere -- he was guarding his chest with his 
briefcase. So I told him, I said, look, I've got to 
take your blood pressure. So he said hold on, hold on, 
and he snapped open his briefcase and he took a wad of 
hundred dollar bills, it must have been four or five 
inches thick, out of his pocket and threw it in there, 
and I looked in the briefcase and it was already full 
of hundred dollar bills, stacks of them, all the way 
across, with plane tickets and passports. There must 
have been $500,000 in there at least, if not like a 
million. He took two wads out like that and threw it 
in the briefcase. So I cut his sleeve off and took his 
pressure and he was stabilized. 

So Brian was working on the other patients. 
We started doing the triage tags. Then I went up 
towards the front of the building and I heard a loud 
sound and the second plane, I guess, had hit the Trade 
Center. I ran outside with Brian. We were looking and 
we were just like holy shit, you know, this is really, 
really bad. There was pieces of the plane falling, and 
I don't know if it was the plane or the building or 
whatever, but something hit the ambulance, too, in the 


front of the ambulance and like spiderwebed our 
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windshield and everything and kind of caved it ina 
little bit. I don't know what it was, but I was told 
that it was a piece of the engine from the second 
plane. I don't know. 

So we went back in and kept working on our 
patients. I started doing all the triage tags and I 
went to work on the little lady, the little Chinese 
lady. The firemen had come back in, a bunch of 
firemen, and I guess went upstairs and stripped their 
bunks and brought down all blankets and pillows and 
stuff and rearranged some chairs and got everybody who 
was going to come, who was there, stabilized and 
whatever. I don't even know how long it was, but it 
was a while. 

Q. Did you get a lot of patients while you were 
there? 

A. I'd say between ten and 15 patients. It 
wasn't that many. I remember seeing a guy out in front 
of I guess it's 4 World Trade Center? Isn't that the 
one that was like -- or was that Tower 2? 

LIEUTENANT MURAD: I think that was Tower 2 
maybe. 
EMT GORDON: Because there was a man like 


trying to get in the doors of Tower 2 and I remember 
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you or -- we were both yelling at him. 

LIEUTENANT MURAD: Right. There were the 
cops and we were all yelling at the guy to get away 
from there. 

EMT GORDON: Right. 

LIEUTENANT MURAD: Even the detectives that 
were over there. 

EMT GORDON: Yes. 

LIEUTENANT MURAD: I remember that. 

A. We were yelling to him get out, get away from 
the building, come over here, come over here, and he 
wouldn't leave. He looked like he was trying to get 
back in. Lieutenant Murad said there's nothing you can 
do, come back in here. 

So we were in there working on the patients 
some more, going around making sure that everybody that 
was in there was stable, taking vitals and wrapping up 
the little Chinese lady. It was a while after the 
second plane hit and firemen are coming in and out the 
whole time and there was a Captain, I think he was from 
Engine 10, he was in there most of the time. Actually, 
I remember, when we first got in there, the Captain 
from 10 Truck was in there just for like a minute and 


then he left, too. 
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LIEUTENANT MURAD: No. 
EMT GORDON: It wasn't him? I remember 


seeing some Captain from a truck company. 


Q. So you were in the house. You were treating 
patients. 

A. There was like no more patients coming. 
There was like nobody coming in. Nobody was -- I 


expected there to be thousands of patients. 

Q. Right. 

A. So I went out, you know, I stepped out of the 
bay and I was looking up at the towers and it was like 
raining paper and it was burning real bad and I started 
noticing people jumping. Then I went back in and I was 
tending to the patients some more and we get a report 
of a fireman down on Liberty Street west of the 
firehouse, and Brian told me to stay with the patients 
and he was going to go check on the fireman. 

So he went and checked on the fireman and 
then he came back and he said we're going to set up a 
rehab. He said we're going to go break into the snack 
trucks and take their Snapples and waters and stuff, 
and he went back out, and then like maybe a minute 
after he left, I heard the tower fall. The tower 


started to fall. It was like real loud, like the No. 4 
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train going over your head. They came running in and 
everybody was screaming the towers are falling, the 
towers are falling, run. 

So basically all the patients started getting 
up and running to the back and so did I, and the tower 
hit and it was like it picked me up and threw me. I 
had somebody land on me, a couple people landed on top 
of me, and I hurt my shoulder. It was like black. You 
couldn't see, couldn't breathe. My first instinct, I 
started screaming for Brian, my partner. I was really 
scared that he was dead because I Knew he was outside. 
But he answered me and we found each other. He had a 
cut on his face. He was bleeding. 

It was just -- it was like being in hell. 

You couldn't breathe at all. You tried to get low to 
the floor and you couldn't breathe. So everybody got 
into the kitchen, in the kitchen of the 10 house. 

Q. That was in the back of the firehouse? 

A. In the back of the firehouse in 10 house, and 
there was a fireman back there screaming. He'd broke 
his leg. Brian was back there with me and there was a 
couple firemen and an officer. He was the Captain at 
Engine 10. I Know that. Brian told me what we need to 


do is splint his leg, get a scoop stretcher, go out and 
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see if you can get anything out of the ambulance. 

So I went out to the ambulance and all my 
gear was inside the ambulance up in the passenger's 
seat. I'd lost my helmet and coat. So an officer 
yelled at me, told me to grab a coat and helmet off the 
rack and put it on, so I did, and I got out to the 
ambulance and the dust was like over my ankles. There 
wasn't any big pieces really in there, but like the 
doors -- 

Q. So after the building collapsed, you were 


able to move about inside the house? 


A. Yes. 
Q. Okay. 
A. So I got into the ambulance and I opened up 


the back. I was able to get into the compartment where 
they hold the long boards and stuff. I grabbed the 
scoop stretcher and grabbed some splints and some 
cravats, found my tech bag and... 

Q. Just treated patients? 

A. Yes. I started to treat the patients again. 
But after I got all that stuff, I set it down and I 
went to see if the radio still worked. 

Q. Did it work? 


A. Yes. The radio was still going in the 
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ambulance, but it was pretty fucked up. The whole 
thing was full of dust and it was crushed down in the 
front. So I radioed a Mayday. 


Q. On the portable? 


A. No. 
Q. On the vehicle radio? 
A. On the vehicle radio. 


Q. Okay? 

A. So then I went back in and Brian and I 
started cutting the fireman's turnout pants off of him 
and his boots and tried to get his leg as straight as 
possible, splinted him up. There were a few other 
firemen that were helping us with the scoop stretcher 


and moving things back so we could get around him. 


Q. Were there a lot of civilians in there as 
well? 

A. There was -- yes. All our patients were in 
there. 

Q. So you had a lot of civilians and some 


off-duty MOS? 

A. Yes. The guy who was hurt told me he was a 
cadet. That's all I remember. I don't remember his 
name or anything. The back window was blown out and 


everything and by now there were more firemen and 
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stuff. Not everybody was in that kitchen as far as 
firemen go. They were going in and out through the 
kitchen and into the doorway on the left. It looked 
like there was a stairwell in there. There was like a 
whole company of firemen showed up at the window, so we 
were passing out patients through the window and then 
we passed the fireman through the window. 

Q. Now, the second building was still up? 

A. The second building was still up. 

Q. Okay. 

A. Then I don't even know how long it was, it 
was a while we were doing all this, and then the 
Captain, he was the last one in there with us and he 
told us we've got to check the building, make sure we 
don't leave anybody. So I went out into the bay, 
checked the bay, make sure there was nobody out there, 
and that's when I heard the second tower start to 
fall. So I ran down the hall and Brian came out it 
looked like from the stairwell area and the Captain was 
there with him and we went into the bathroom and laid 
on the floor in the bathroom while the tower was 
falling. That was it. I said we're dead. 

The tower fell, it got black again, but this 


time we had cling wrapped around our faces as masks, 
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and we weren't dead, it was just black. Then it 
started to die down a little bit and we got up and we 
said that's it, everybody out of here because the 
building, it sounded like the building was groaning. I 
don't know if that was the building or what was outside 
or whatever. But we jumped out the window and there 
was Foo right underneath the windowsill with Rob, and 
the Captain came out and I had grabbed a hook because 
somebody left a pole in there, and the Captain started 
going off with the other firemen, so I gave him the 
hook and I said, here, you might need that and waved 
good-bye. 

I had managed to grab my tech bag, too. So 
we made our way, me, Brian, Rob and Foo, up Cedar 
Street to, I guess -- 

Q. Trinity? 
A. Trinity? Is this still Church Street? 
Q. Yes. 

LIEUTENANT MURAD: Church turns into 
Trinity. 

A. Okay. So it was Trinity Street, then. We 
walked Foo -- with his frigging briefcase, you know, he 
couldn't walk, so we had to carry him. We tried to 


carry him one arm over each other and he had that 
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frigging briefcase, it hit me in the face. So I just 
said, Brian, let go of him, and I fireman carried him 
for a little ways and I put him down and then Brian did 
it and we took turns. 

We made it up to 2 Rector Street and I 
noticed there was people in the lobby in there and the 
lights were on and it was clean in there. So we 
brought Foo in there and sat him in a chair. They had 
the radio on and everything in there and we were 
hearing reports of hijacked airplanes and this, that 
and the other thing over the radio, and then the 
Pentagon got hit, and the security officer at the desk 
or the fire safety officer, whatever he was, said that 
there was somebody on the 7th floor having chest pains, 
and he said there was nobody up working above the 7th 
floor. So I ran up to the 7th floor and there was just 
an older guy in there and he was having it looked like 
an anxiety attack or something. 

Q. Were the elevators working in that building? 

A. Yes, they were working. But I didn't know if 
the building had been hit with debris or anything else, 
so we told the safety officer to turn off the 
elevators, lock them down in the lobby. I came back 


down and I met Brian in the stairwell and he said, 
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look, he said, we've got to get these people out of 
here. This was on like the second floor. So we came 
back down to the lobby and we told the guy to put an 
announcement over for all the people in the building to 
come down to the lobby. 

So people started coming down the stairs and 
we went back up the stairs and we were checking the 
floors. So all these people were standing in the 
lobby, there must have been maybe a hundred in the 
first group, and Brian jumped up on the security desk 
and was like giving them orders, directions and stuff. 
We gave Rob our stuff. 

Then there was cops outside and they came in 
and they said just come out the door and go straight 
and head towards the light, you know, that's the way 
out of here. So we had Rob go with the first group out 
and we waited for more people to come because there was 
still more people coming. We were waiting. We 
couldn't carry Foo anymore. So we waited, and then a 
cop car pulled up outside, so we went out and stuffed 
Foo in the cop car. Then we came back in and another 
cop came in and there was like probably about a hundred 
people in the lobby and they didn't have anything to 


cover their faces with, so I took off my shirt and 
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handed a lady my knife and I said make some dust masks 
out of it. 

The cop led that group of people out, and we 
made one last announcement and we waited like five more 
minutes and nobody else came down, so Brian and I went 
outside and that's where we met with Lieutenant Murad 
again. I thought he was dead. I lost him after that. 
I didn't see him again. But seeing him was like seeing 
Santa Claus. I was happy. He told us he had a car 
just a couple blocks away. 

So I don't even know which way we walked. I 
know we walked by a church. 

LIEUTENANT MURAD: We made it down to Pearl. 

A. Pearl? 

Q. (Inaudible)? 

A. Yes. We walked and we walked and walked and 
walked and then walked some more, and my ankle was 
really hurting. So I told Lieutenant Murad, I said, I 
can't walk anymore, you know, I need to sit down for a 
minute, and he said, all right, you two wait here and 
I'll go get the car. So we waited there and we sat on 
a vendor's table, a guy selling belts, and Lieutenant 
Murad came back with his car, it was all fucked up. 


The back window was smashed in, it was full of dust and 
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debris, it was all crunched up in the back. 

Q. It looked like a Rolls-Royce, I bet. 

A. Yes. It was like a Sherman tank to me. I 
didn't care. So we got in and we drove and we got to 
100 Wall Street and we saw a conditions boss, an EMS 
conditions boss, Conditions 55. 

Q. You don't know his name, do you? 

A. No, I don't. Brian would remember his name. 
We talked about him this morning. He had braces. He 
was kind of a dork. 

Q. Okay. 

A. We identified ourselves as EMS and he told 
us, well, good, because we've got a patient for you. 

So we went into 100 Wall Street and there was a lady in 
there, she was having a legit anxiety attack, you know, 
there wasn't nothing wrong with her. I mean, we didn't 
have any equipment. He took his oxygen. He was like, 
all right, go take care of this patient, but he left us 
with nothing. I was like whatever. 

She sat there and she was talking to us and 
she was more concerned about us. I don't know, we sat 
there for it must have been an hour, hour and a half it 
seemed like. Brian kept using his portable to radio 


out, 09, we need an ambulance at this location, what's 
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the ETA? All I kept remember hearing is there'll be 
one there when it gets there, basically. 

So an NYPD traffic van pulled up outside and 
Lieutenant Murad was outside and I was like, we need to 
get back to Brooklyn. I don't even know what time this 
is. This is maybe an hour or two after the second 
tower fell. I'm not even sure. But we were hurting 
pretty bad. So we wheeled this lady in her chair out 
and they put her in the traffic van. 

Then Conditions 55 pulled up again and he's 
like, I'm ordering you to go to the hospital with the 
patient, you need to go to the emergency room. I was 
like, no. Me and Brian were both like, no, we need to 
go back to our station, and he was like, I'm ordering 
you, and we were like, basically, what I'll do is 
(inaudible), you can kiss my ass. I'm sorry I may get 
a CD out of that but -- 

Q. It's okay. Listen. In times of crisis, all 
bets are off. 

A. Exactly. So he said whatever, just get back 
to Brooklyn then and make sure you go to an emergency 
room. So, you know, yes, sir. He said go that way to 
the pier. 


Q. Which was South Ferry? 


21 
B. GORDON 


A. Was it South Ferry? It's right down from 
Battalion 4. 

Q. Probably South Ferry. 

A. Probably. I know it was on the East River. 
We made it down to South Ferry. There was a ferry slip 
there and there was like thousands of people there. It 
wasn't too far we had to walk, but it seemed like 
miles. There was a bench down there at the right end 
of the ferry slip, and we sat on the bench and cops saw 
us sitting there and so they all ran over and they were 
like, oh, are you guys all right, are you all right? 
People were handing me cigarettes because my cigarettes 
were in the ambulance. A priest came over and he gave 
me my last rites. So at this point I'm thinking, damn, 
I must be pretty fucked up. Do I got something 
sticking in me or something? 

So the cops basically carried us, escorted us 
up to the ferry to Brooklyn. They called it back 
because it had just left. We got on the ferry and -- 

Q. The PD boat, right? 

A. No. We initially got on the ferry and people 
started running up to us, clapping, cheering, crying, 
giving us water bottles and water and everything. Then 


PD came back on and took us off and brought us to the 
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end of the slip there and the harbor patrol boat came 
over. I guess it's harbor patrol. 

Q. Yes. PD boat. 

A. PD boat. They put us on the PD boat and 
brought us to the Navy yard. We got off at the Navy 
yard and I remember looking back across the river and 
just seeing a huge billow of smoke and dust and it was 
horrible. Then some guy in a van -- 

Q. You ended up in Brooklyn? 

A. Yes. 


Q. Where in Brooklyn; by the Navy yard? 


A. In the Navy yard, where the Fire boats are. 
Q. Okay. 
A There were no Fire boats there, but that's 


where we got off. There were the firemen all there 
from -- I guess they were from the boats and they 
helped us off the boat. A guy -- I don't remember 
where he was from. I think he was from Cumberland 
Hospital, in a Cumberland Hospital community van or 
something. He picked us up and he brought us down here 
to the station. 

We came in the station and everybody saw us 
and started like freaking out. Not freaking out, but 


they were like are you guys all right, are you guys all 
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right, giving us 02 and making us drink saline. 
Somebody gave me a thing of saline to drink and I 
almost threw up. So our superior officer, Captain 
Fried here, ordered us to go to the emergency room. So 
they long boarded us and collared us and the whole nine 
and put us in an ambulance and brought us to KCH, and 
they took care of us at KCH. 

They admitted Brian. They released me. I 
told them I wanted to stay with Brian because the whole 
time when we were at the Trade Center and everything, I 
kept telling him -- he's like, oh, I've got to go out 
here to do this, I've got to go out here to do that. 

So I was getting mad at him. I was like, you're my 
partner. I ain't going to leave you. I'm coming with 
you. He's like, no, you've got to stay with the 
patients. So my partner was fucked up and I wasn't 
going to leave him. Some doctor was like, well, no, 
you can't stay with him, you've got to leave, and I 
basically told him go fuck himself, started getting in 
an argument with him, and that Captain -- what's her 
name? Red hair. 

Q. Gloffke. 

A. Gloffke. She pulled me aside and talked to 


that doctor and they're like, all right, you can stay 
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with him. So they brought me back here and I took a 
shower and I went back and I stayed with Brian 
overnight, and that's when we were actually watching 
CNN, watching the towers fall, when the plane hit it, 
over and over and over and over again, and that's when 
his mother-in-law called him and asked him if he'd 
heard anybody from hazmat, and that's when he realized 
his father was there. So he called hazmat and his 
father was missing and he was pretty upset. I feel bad 
for him. I knew his father for years and years. He 
was a good man, wrote the manual on 288, hazmat. Good 
man. Basically, they released him the next day and we 
came back to the station and we went home. 

LIEUTENANT MURAD: Okay. That concludes the 
interview and -- 

LIEUTENANT DUN: Just one quick question. 
When the initial call came in, were you operating on 
Citywide? 

EMT GORDON: Yes. 

LIEUTENANT DUN: From the beginning? 

EMT GORDON: Yes. When we logged on, we were 
on Brooklyn North, and then we said we're available, do 
you need us to go to the staging area? They said yes, 


we do, switch to Citywide, so we switched to Citywide. 
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LIEUTENANT MURAD: 


LIEUTENANT DUN: 


concludes the interview. 


Okay. 


The time is 0910 and that 


